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I love baseball. When 
I was a kid,I dreamed 
of playing shortstop for 
the Minnesota Twins. 

I can think of exactly 
three North Dakota 
kids who went on 
to play in the major 
leagues: Roger Maris, 
Darin Erstad and Travis Hafner. As for 
me, I had to settle for the smaller dream 
of playing American Legion baseball.

In the congregation and in your daily 
life, big dreams can be good and neces-
sary, such as building that ground-level 
fellowship and education addition onto 
the church, or that new house with a 
bedroom for each of the kids.

But it’s the smaller dreams that can also 
make a big difference, even an eternal 
difference in someone’s life.

Have you heard the song “Dream Small,” 
by Josh Wilson? The lyrics say, in part:

It’s a momma singing songs about the 
Lord
It’s a daddy spending family time the 
world says he cannot afford
These simple moments change the 
world
It’s a pastor at a tiny little church
40 years of loving on the broken and 
the hurt
These simple moments change the 
world

Dream small
Don’t buy the lie you’ve got to do it all
Just let Jesus use you where you are

Dream small
One day at a time

Live well
Loving God and others 
as yourself
Find little ways where 
only you can help
With His great love
A tiny rock can make a 
giant fall
Dream small

In those words of 
dreaming and doing, I 
hear an echo of St. Paul’s 
words in Eph. 4:32:

“Be kind to one an-
other, tenderhearted, 
forgiving one another, as God in 
Christ forgave you.”

I also hear an echo of James 1:27: 
“Religion that is pure and undefiled 
before God, the Father, is this: to 
visit orphans and widows in their 
affliction.”

And I hear an echo of Jesus’ words in 
Matt. 25:35-37:

“For I was hungry and you gave me 
food, I was thirsty and you gave 
me drink, I was a stranger and you 
welcomed me, I was naked and 
you clothed me, I was sick and you 
visited me, I was in prison and you 
came to me.”

Do you think such small dreaming 
— and doing — makes a difference to 
someone in need? Of course! To this, the 
apostles and Jesus Himself testify.

I am grateful for those who dream big. 
With the eyes of faith they envision the 
big project that is necessary to spread 
the Gospel at a given time, in a given 
place. Through the big project, such 
dreamers envision new believers in 
Christ connected to congregations to  
be nurtured, encouraged and equipped.

But I am just as grateful for those who 
dream small, because such dreaming 
and doing enables the love of God to be 
demonstrated in countless simple ways 
every day, as the song illustrates. 

In your dreaming, big or small, God 
is on the move to bless others through 
you, using you where you are. In the 
process, He is lovingly changing the 
world, one soul at a time.

Your servant in Christ,
Pastor Scott Sailer
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Rev. Scott Sailer
District President 
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“Just one today?” asks the restaurant host-
ess. With your affirmative nod, she leads you to a 
tiny table. A twinge of sadness sets in for a mo-
ment, but you have learned how to overcome these 
moments and you don’t let it ruin your day.

Whether you chose to be single or it was thrust 
upon you like a pending hailstorm, there are times 

Single, 
but not 
alone

when being single stings. Perhaps 
these moments are at church. 

If you are single, you are well aware 
that the church is full of couples. 
Maybe you envy the young fami-
ly juggling the crayons, cheerios 
and crying baby; maybe you’re the 
single parent juggling those things 
and wishing you had help; maybe 
you envy the older couple as they 
worship and commune together. 
Maybe you are none of the above; 
you like your life and have no inter-
est in changing the marital status 
on your W4.

Although our situations and experi-
ences as single people are uniquely 
different, one common element is 
this: though we are single, we are 
not alone. God is with us, showing 

us unique ways to use our talents 
and gifts to serve Him. Whether 
your singleness is temporary or 
permanent, God’s Word speaks 
about His will in our single lives.

Enjoy fellowship with other LCMS 
singles! A singles retreat will be 
held Oct. 12-13 (Friday evening 
through Saturday afternoon) at 
Divine Shepherd Lutheran Church 
and School, Black Hawk. Attendees 
will hear from the Rev. Tony Oliph-
ant, single pastor, on the vocation 
of being single. 

For more information and to regis-
ter, to sddlcms.org/news-events/
event/singles-retreat. A paper 
form appears in the August South 
Dakota District Lutheran Witness 
supplement.

G
et

ty
 Im

ag
es

A group from the 
Freeman Circuit visited 
Mission Central, Ma-
pleton, Iowa, on July 
11. The group heard 
a presentation by 
Krista Young, an LCMS 
missionary to Kenya, 
and by Hannah Shull 
about her mission 
work as a teacher at 
Concordia Middle 
School in Taiwan. The 
group then participat-
ed in a rite of sending 
for these missionaries 
back to the mission 
field. Mission Central 
works with the LCMS 
offices of International 
and National Mission 
to provide funding and 
encouragement for 
LCMS missionaries, 
and mission education 
for laity and church 
workers. 

To learn more, visit 
missioncentral.us and 
consider making an 
on-site visit.

Visit Mission Central … and support our missionaries!

On July 22, the Rev. Andrew Wolf-
gram was installed as pastor of St. 
John’s, Groton, and Zion, Andover. The 
Rev. Tim Rynearson, district second 
vice-president, was the presiding 
minister, the Rev. Josiah Fitch was the 
liturgist and Andrew’s father, the Rev. 
Lester Wolfgram, preached on the 
theme “Shepherd the Flock.” Lester 
made his son hold a shepherd’s crook 
over his head during the sermon. 
When Andrew’s hands got tired, Lester 
invited the elders to step forward and 
“hold up the prophet’s hand” as Aaron 
and Hur did in Exodus 17.

Dual parish welcomes Wolfgram
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Send submissions for the 
district supplement to:
Vonda Sturzenbecher
▶  vsturzenbecher@yahoo.com
 ▶  8605 Woodland Dr.;  

Black Hawk, SD 57718
The deadline for the November issue 
is Sept. 15.

ACCEPTED
▶  Rev. Bradley Lessman, candidate, 

Spearfish, accepted the call to St. 
Paul/Trinity, Plankinton/ White 
Lake, July 17.

PENDING
▶  Rev. Karl Gibbs, Our Savior, Milford, 

Ill., received a call of associate pas-
tor from Zion, Rapid City, July 15.

▶  Rev. Jared Yogerst, candidate, Coon 
Rapids, Minn., received a call as 
associate pastor from Memorial, 
Sioux Falls, July 31.

▶  Rev. Jason Letsche, associate pas-
tor, Blessed Redeemer, Brandon, 
received a call from St. John, Clarin-
da, Iowa, July 20.

DECLINED
▶  Rev. Jacob Bobby, First Trinity, 

Bloomfield, Neb., declined the call 
of associate pastor from St. John’s, 
Yankton, July 11.

▶  Rev. Ryan Drevlow, senior pastor, 
Our Redeemer, Sioux Falls, declined 

CONGREGATIONS BLESSED WITH NEW PASTORS

Call Information
the call of pastor from Trinity,  
Madison, Neb., July 8. 

▶  Rev. Matthew Priem, Bethlehem, 
Raymore, Mo., declined a call from 
St. John/Trinity, Wagner/Fairfax, 
Aug. 2. 

VACANCIES
▶  Chamberlain, Zion
▶  Cresbard/Wecota, Concordia/

Immanuel
▶  Huron, Mount Calvary (associate 

pastor)

▶  Leola, St. Pault
▶  Rapid City, Zion (associate pastor)

▶  Presho/Reliance, Zion/Trinity
▶  Sioux Falls, Memorial (associate pastor)

▶  Wagner/Fairfax, St. John/Trinity

The Rev. Jordon Andreasen was installed as pastor of the dual 
parish of Our Savior, Aberdeen, and St. John’s, Columbia, on July 
1, at Our Savior. Rev. Phill Andreasen, emeritus and Jordon’s father, 
served as the preacher. Rev. Samuel Bobby, senior pastor, St. Paul’s, 
Aberdeen, was the presiding minister and Rev. Josiah Fitch, assistant 
pastor of St. Paul’s, was the officiant. Revs. Bobby and Fitch had served 
as vacancy pastors at the dual parish. From left, Revs. Bret Bierman, 
Trinity/St. Paul’s/St. John’s, Mansfield/Stratford/Aberdeen; David Ot-
ten, Emmanuel/Christ, Gettysburg/ Lebanon; Fitch; Jordon Andreasen; 
Bobby; Phill Andreasen; Lloyd Redhage, Zion/St. Paul’s, Andover/Fer-
ney; and Ray Pomplun, emeritus.

The Rev. Samuel Handschke was ordained into the Holy 
Ministry and installed as associate pastor of Faith, Pierre, 
on June 17. Rev. Scott Sailer, district president, ordained and 
installed Handschke and served as preacher. Rev. Dr. Cory 
Rajek, Faith senior pastor, was the liturgist. The lectors were 
Revs. Terry Naasz, emeritus, Rapid City; and Benjamin Theiss, 
Trinity/Immanuel/Holy Cross, Blunt/Harrold/Onida. Sam is a 
2018 graduate of Concordia Seminary, St. Louis. He has been 
married to Cathy since 2011 and they have two children, Anna, 
4, and Paul, 2. From left, Revs. Theiss, Rajek, Handschke, Sailer 
and Naasz. 

Orphan Grain Train has packaged 45 bridal 
dresses, several boxes of formal wear and 
126 pairs of shoes to be to be distributed 
to people in need. Shown is Judy Sack-
reiter, who is retiring after working in the 
bridal business, with wedding dresses that 
she is donating for this purpose.

The South Dakota Collection Center is 
located at 101 W. 12th Ave. in Milbank.  
For more information, visit ogt.org/ogt- 
locations/midwest-region/sd.html.

Helping CLOTHE 
those in need
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On a recent trip to China 
to visit my son, who is 
using his gifts in a stunt-
show there, I was remind-
ed of the need there is in 
the world for Jesus’ love 
to be known. I met a man 
with an Alpha & Omega 
tattoo. I asked him to 
explain what it meant to 
him. He said, “I know you 
are religious but I’m not.” 
It had to do with a broken relationship between 
his dad and him and the rest of their family. It 
was about the two of them being their family 
now — the Alpha represented his dad and the 
Omega represented him in their family.

Another person I met had a tattoo of barbed 
wire wrapped around his arm. I asked if he 
minded sharing what it meant. He shared 
each sharp point represented struggles he had 
in his life. He said that he planned to tattoo 
something jumping over the wire to represent 
overcoming the struggles.

On my last day there, one of the young ladies 
said, “I’m sorry that I didn’t always watch my 
language when you were here.” I asked her if 
she felt she shouldn’t say some things in front 
of me, should she ever say them to others?

Movies that I watched on the plane confirm 
how in today’s world, relationships are so 
superficial, based on what makes one feel good 
in the moment and not respecting or even 
acknowledging God’s plan for relationships. I 
wonder how different the lives of these people 
would be if Jesus’ love would be the foundation 
of their lives. It is so important for us to share 
Jesus’ love with the people around us. 

“He died for all, that those who live might no 
longer live for themselves but for Him who for 
their sake died and was raised.” — 2 Cor. 5:15

Dear Jesus, let our lives be a reflection of Your 
love for us. Amen.

This year’s LWML Sunday theme is “Our Rest in a 
Changing World.” God bless you as you share the 
love and joy of Jesus in your life — who is our rest 
in a changing world. I hope you have found the 
materials at LWML.org/lwml-Sunday and shared 
them with your church staff.

With love from Lisa
He died for all

We are making plans for our Fall 
Christian Life workshops. Rev. Tim 
Koch will share his favorite Old 
Testament text, Num. 21:4-9, which 
is “overflowing with application for 
us all.” We are looking forward to 
a great presentation on “Serpents, 
Sacraments, and Salvation!”

The workshops will be held:
▶  Friday, Sept. 14, at St. Paul, 

Spearfish
▶  Saturday, Sept. 15, at Messiah, 

Murdo
▶ Friday, Oct. 5, at Zion, Canistota
▶  Saturday, Oct. 6, at Immanuel, 

Wecota.

Registration begins at 9:30 a.m., 
followed by opening devotions and 
the main presentation. There is a 
one-hour break at noon for lunch, 
fellowship and visiting the LWML 
store. The workshops conclude at 
3 p.m., following a closing devo-
tion. Come with your Bibles and be 

Let me introduce myself … my name is Susan Swanson and I am your new VP of 
Communication. I have been active in the LWML for more than 30 years. I began 
by attending the society meetings and serving on different committees in my 
church. I have since held many different offices in my society, zone and in the dis-
trict. Being part of the LWML has helped me to share with others the love of Jesus. 

My husband, John, and I have been married for 42 years and live on a farm by Puk-
wana. We have been blessed with five children and nine wonderful grandchildren. 
I have been the secretary at Zion, Chamberlain, for 15 years.

I am excited to be a part of what the Lord has in store for the LWML South Dakota 
District in the next four years. I encourage all of you to check out the opportuni-
ties to support the LWML events with your attendance and participation.

Serve the Lord with Gladness!

Susan Swanson

Ready to serve the district

Plan to attend a workshop near you!
inspired to reach out to others with 
the life-saving Word!
Debbie Sattgast
VP of Christian Life

Greetings from the 
Brookings Zone
The 2018 year has been off to a slow 
start with the cancellation of meet-
ings and the Spring Retreat. Now that 
district convention has concluded, 
many are excited and ready to move 
forward.

In August, the Executive Committee 
met to discuss upcoming events such 
as the Fall Rally, LWML Sunday, prayer 
services and more. On Sept. 2, the 
Brookings Zone served at the Puppet 
Place during the state fair. On Oct. 27, 
the Brookings Zone will gather for the 
Fall Rally at Mount Calvary, Brookings.
Delorus Limmer
Brookings Zone President

The Aberdeen Zone enjoyed themselves at the LWML South Dakota District 
Convention in Sioux Falls in June.

Lisa Asmus
LWML South Dakota 
District President
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COUNSELOR’S CORNER

This time of year 
means going back 
to school. When 
I was a kid, that 
meant back-to-
school shopping. 
There was always 
something exciting 
about getting new 
shirts, new jeans 
and most impor-
tantly, new shoes! 
You couldn’t wait 
for school to start 
so that you could put on your new 
school clothes and show them off to 
your friends!

Even as adults, it’s still exciting to go 

get new clothes! What lady doesn’t like 
to go shopping to pick out a new dress? 
My wife was excited to pick out new, 
matching dresses for her and our two 
daughters for our nephew’s wedding 
this summer. Though most guys might 
not admit it, we secretly like getting 
dressed up, looking sharp and pulling 
out our inner James Bond.

There’s something about putting on 
nice, new clothes that make us feel 
good. Maybe it’s because our old, 
tattered, worn-out clothing makes us 
feel a bit old, tattered and worn out 
ourselves. And the new clothes we put 
on just make us look good.

In our spiritual lives, we often walk 
around “wearing” sin when we fail to 
love God and our neighbor the way 
that we should. Sin is not a very good 
look on us. Sin makes us look old, 
tattered and worn out.

But in Baptism and through faith, we 
put on Christ and His fresh, new robes 

‘Put on 
Christ’

of righteousness that covers all of our 
sin. Jesus and His blood shed for us on 
the cross covers our old, tattered and 
worn-out self to make us look good. 
Like a kid who can’t wait to show off his 
or her new school clothes, we can’t wait 
to show off Jesus and the new look He 
gives us!

So in his letter to the Colossians, the 
Apostle Paul tells us: 

“Put on then, as God’s chosen ones, 
holy and beloved, compassionate 
hearts, kindness, humility, meek-
ness, and patience … And above 
all these put on love, which binds 
everything together in perfect 
harmony.” — Col. 3:12, 14

The women of the LWML often put on 
love, compassion and kindness when 
they give mite offerings for the Tanzani-
an Sewing Center, the Food and Cloth-
ing Co-op at Concordia Theological 
Seminary, Fort Wayne, Ind., or Orphan 
Grain Train’s humanitarian efforts in 
Peru; or when they make pillow case 
dresses for children who don’t often get 
new clothes — all with the hope that 
they will put on Christ.

Greetings from the Black Hills Zone
It’s that time again for motorcycle rallies, vacations and lots of activities 
in and around the Black Hills to celebrate its history. The Black Hills Zone 
has a couple of special blessings during the summer months — the 
opportunity to celebrate our faith by visiting all our sister churches when 
we travel and to welcome so many visitors to our congregations! 

Last October, we had our Fall 
Retreat at the Terra Sancta Retreat 
Center in Rapid City. Attendance 
was up this year with 37 ladies and 
we had a great time of learning and 
fellowship. 

On April 28, we had our Spring Ral-
ly at Our Redeemer, Custer, with 75 
in attendance! The theme was “Be a 
Spark in the Dark.” Our speaker was 
Carol Perrigo, who suffered a terri-
ble loss when her son was killed by 
a drunk driver a few years ago. She 
shared how the Lord led her to use 
this tragic event to edify and grow 
faith in others, including the man 
who was responsible for that trage-
dy. It was a truly moving talk. Rev. 

Eric Obermann taught on Eph. 5:8: 
“For at one time you were darkness, 
but now you are light in the Lord. 
Walk as children of light.”

Thirty-five women of the Black 
Hills Zone also attended the South 
Dakota LWML convention and 
thoroughly enjoyed it. They contin-
ue filling their days with so many 
in-gatherings, mite collections, 
Bible studies and activities that it 
is just not possible to enumerate all 
their time and talents. We might be 
considered remote to some, but we 
are mighty in our good works for 
the Lord and He has blessed us!
Karla Westerfield
Black Hills Zone President

Time to ‘bloom’
“Sow the Seed” and “Bloom Where You Are 
Planted” were the themes of the first LWML na-
tional and district conventions that I attended. 
I look back and see how they helped me grow 
into my new role as your VP of Special Focus 
Ministries. 

I remember my mother’s blue mite box set at  
the edge of her night stand and how she ex-
plained the importance of the box and what  
the coins could do for other people. That’s how 
my mother planted the seeds of LWML involve-
ment in me.

When I attended my first Nebraska North 
District convention in 1980, I learned that I 
needed to grow with Christ and “bloom where I 
was planted.” With each role that I have taken 
with LWML, a new flower or part of me has 
blossomed. I’m excited to be your VP of Special 
Focus Ministries and hope you will plant your 
seeds in LWML and bloom with me for the good 
of our Lord Jesus Christ.
Nyla Jurrens

Rev. Steve  
Weispfenning
LWML District  
Counselor
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LUTHERANS FOR LIFE

Infanticide is wrong because it is the practice of 
murder, no matter how you commit it. Whether 
you are injecting something into the baby to make 
them die or you are leaving them somewhere to 
die, it is all murder.

God does not care how you look because He does 
not see your outside as people do. In 1 Sam. 16:7, 
it says:

“For the Lord sees not as man sees: man 
looks on the outward appearance, but the 
Lord looks on the heart.”

God does not care if you have Down Syndrome or 
autism. He sees your heart, and you as His child.

There is not one person God does not love 
(Is. 46:3-4). The Bible says that God loves the 
weak, the infirm and the special-needs people. 
People are killing babies that have defects, but 
if you think about it we all have defects. Some 
of us struggle with mental stability, some with 
emotional problems and some people even think 
they are worth more or less than others. We are 
all sinners, so no one —  and I mean no one — is 
perfect on this earth.

In 1 John 3:12, it says:
“We should not be like Cain, who was of the 
evil one and murdered his brother. And why 
did he murder him? Because his own deeds 
were evil and his brothers righteous” 

This verse relates to infanticide because it says 
that we should not be like Cain and kill. When 
people are taking infant lives, they are throwing a 
life away; the offender is being like Cain. I think 
if you told this to someone who has committed or 
supports infanticide, then yes it would make them 
feel bad, but maybe open their eyes to show them 
this is not right, and when people’s eyes are open 
it is much easier to share the Gospel with them 
and show God’s love.

In China in 1984, it was legal to commit 
infanticide. As time progressed, it came to be that 
there was not a good ratio of men and women. So 
because of baby girls being killed, China’s female 
population decreased and there were all these men 
that did not have children to carry on families. 

The value of life
The following was written by Zane Wiggs, 
who attends Black Hills Lutheran School, 
and won first place in grades 6-8 of the 
Lutherans For Life of South Dakota, Inc. 
essay contest.

For laborers
Sept. 2: Pray for all those who toil, 
that God would bring forth good 
fruit from their labor.

Sept. 9: Pray for God’s guidance 
and answers for those who are 
unemployed.

Sept. 16: Pray for blessings of a 
bountiful harvest, that God would 
provide food for all who hunger.

Sept. 23: Pray for employers, 
bosses, managers, CEOs and all in 
positions of authority in the work-
force, that they be kept free from 
corruption and greed, seeking to 
serve their neighbors in need.

SEPTEMBER 
PRAYER LIST

The Rev. Michael Salemink, execu-
tive director of Lutherans For Life, 
will share discussion on life issues 
in South Dakota Sept. 21-24. 
He will begin his trip in Rapid 
City, then travel to Pierre 
and Brookings, where he will 
spend Sunday (Sept. 23). 

He will conclude his tour 
in Sioux Falls on Mon-
day before returning 
to his home in St. 
Louis. 

Salemink will also visit the Luther-
an schools in Rapid City and Sioux 
Falls.

For more information, including 
times and locations, contact 
Jill Johnsen at jjohns8@yahoo.
com or 605-354-0147, or visit 
the web pages of LFL of South 

Dakota, Inc.:  
lutheransforlifesd.org 

or facebook.com/
LFLSD.

Michael Salemink

LFL director to visit district

Conference sponsorships available
Lutherans For Life of South Dakota, Inc. will sponsor up to eight young 
adults (ages 14 to 35) to attend the Lutherans For Life national conference, 
Oct. 12-13 in St. Louis. This includes transportation, lodging and 
registration. Applicants will be taken on a first come, first serve basis.

For more information, contact Jill Johnsen at jjohns8@yahoo.com or 605-
354-0147.

Discussion has begun about 
taking a bus to the March for Life 
in Washington D.C., scheduled for 
Friday,  Jan. 18.

Anyone interested should contact 
LFL of South Dakota, Inc. 
through Jill Johnsen, jjohns8@
yahoo.com, 605-458-2670 or 
605-354-0147.

March for Life?
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S c e n e s  f r o m  t h e 
district convention

April 19-21 • Sioux falls

Rev. Dr. Reed Lessing with Rev. Scott 
Sailer, district president.

Rev. Thomas Christopher and his son, John, in the 
delegate galley.

Rev. Andrew Utecth,
Rosebud Indian Ministry.

Members of the district Board of Directors are installed.

Rev. Sailer installed the circuit visitors.

Rev. Albert Sutton,
Pine Ridge Indian 
Ministry.

Randy Gayken 
(left) was 
honored after 
he recently 
retired as the 
district’s busi-
ness manager.

Delegates take part in the day’s business.

Rev. Dan 
Deardoff 
por-
trayed 
Martin 
Luther.

Rev. Paul Winckler 
representing his 
floor committee.

Krista Erickson is 
district assistant to 
the secretary.
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MISSION RECEIPTS

LCMS South Dakota District Congregational Year–to–Date Report of Mission Receipts for the six 
months ending July 14, 2018, compared to the six months ending July 14, 2017

City, Congregation Comm.   2018  6 months  6 months      Avg/Per      Comm. 
 Members   Intention 2018  2017   2018          2017 City, Congregation Comm.   2018  6 months  6 months      Avg/Per      Comm. 

 Members   Intention 2018  2017   2018          2017

Circuit 1 — Aberdeen 
Aberdeen, Our Savior  328  –  3,075  4,022  9.38  12.26 
Aberdeen, St. John   86  12,000  10,663  8,385  123.99  97.50 
Aberdeen, St. Paul  838  45,000  23,726  22,720  28.31  27.11 
Andover, Zion  106 –  930  745  8.77  7.03 
Britton, St. John  152  6,000  6,000  6,525  39.47  42.93 
Columbia, St. John  103  7,500  3,800  3,795  36.89  36.84 
Cresbard, Concordia  54  –  3,023  2,180  55.98  40.37 
Doland, Redeemer  43  –  1,000  1,000  23.26  23.26 
Ferney, St. Paul  164  –  –  4,000  –  24.39 
Groton, St. John  298  15,000  12,646  12,510  42.44  41.98 
Leola, St. Paul  71  500  –  200  –  2.82 
Mansfield, Trinity  272  23,500  10,703  12,471  39.35  45.85 
Redfield, Messiah  154  500  –  –  –  –   
Stratford, St. Paul  48  –  2,000  1,000  41.67  20.83 
Wecota, Immanuel  83  6,474  6,966  4,549  83.93  54.81 
Circuit 1 Totals  2,800  $116,474  $84,532  $84,102  30.19  30.04

Circuit 2 — Watertown
Aurora, First English  32  1,500  380  1,324  11.88  41.38 
Brookings, Mount Calvary  354  –  18,198  8,926  51.41  25.21 
Brookings, Peace  212  –  –  4,710  –  22.22 
Corona, Trinity  145  2,000  1,707  965  11.77  6.66 
Flandreau, Redeemer  41  3,000  1,500  1,500  36.59  36.59 
Milbank, Bethlehem  63  500  –  –   –  –   
Milbank, Emanuel  882  –  11,364  16,245  12.88  18.42 
Revillo, St. John  131  8,000  2,461  4,382  18.79  33.45 
Sisseton, Emanuel  161  4,400  784  1,018  4.87  6.32 
Watertown, Mount Olive  373  30,700  15,350  14,420  41.15  38.66 
Waubay, Zion  118  –  3,614  2,272  30.63  19.25 
White, Zion  99  3,500  855  1,927  8.64  19.46 
Wilmot, Our Savior  164  4,500  3,193  1,750  19.47  10.67 
Circuit 2 Totals  2,775  $58,100  $59,406  $59,439  21.41  21.42

Circuit 3 — Pierre
Blunt, Trinity  38  –  1,500  1,500  39.47  39.47
Draper, St. Paul  22  250  250  500  11.36  22.73 
Gettysburg, Emmanuel  240  6,500  3,003  –  12.51  –   
Harrold, Immanuel  32  600  –  250  –  7.81 
Lebanon, Christ  16  –  –  385  –  24.06 
Midland, St. Peter 44   3,000  1,782  1,994  40.50  45.32 
Murdo, Messiah  84  3,000  –  1,400  –  16.67 
Norris, St. John  64  –  290  345  4.53  5.39 
Onida, Holy Cross  115  1,600  –  –     –  –   
Pierre, Faith  1,568  45,000  22,500  20,496  14.35  13.07 
Presho, Zion  95  1,000  –  –  –  –   
Reliance, Trinity  39  –  –  –  –  –   
Rosebud, Rosebud Mission –  –  674  736  –  –   
Circuit 3 Totals  2,357   $60,950  $29,999  $27,606  12.73  11.71

Circuit 4 — Black Hills
Black Hawk, Divine Shepherd  410  10,000   –  –   –  –   
Creighton, Emmanuel  53  –  450  355   8.49  6.70 
Custer, Our Redeemer  201  6,000  3,000  1,500  14.93  7.46 
Deadwood, Grace  109  2,600  1,300  1,083  11.93  9.94 
Hill City, Our Savior  29  –  –  –  –  –   
Hot Springs, Bethesda  327  –  2,927  3,608  8.95  11.03 
Philip, Our Redeemer  50  –  –  150  –  3.00 
Rapid City, Bethlehem  474  27,371  15,966  13,438  33.68  28.35 
Rapid City, Our Redeemer  120  1,800  1,020  750  8.50  6.25 
Rapid City, Peace  495  –  9,184  9,191  18.55  18.57 
Rapid City, Zion  1,085  8,500  4,250  4,300  3.92  3.96 
Spearfish, St Paul  360  40,000  40,000  40,000  111.11  111.11 
Sturgis, Blessed Emmanuel  38  600  1,985  1,155  52.24  30.39 
Wall, First    214  2,100  2,686  2,100  12.55  9.81 
Circuit 4 Totals  3,965  $98,971  $82,768  $77,630  20.87  19.58

Circuit 5 — Mitchell
Armour, Redeemer  219  7,500  3,750  4,750  17.12  21.69 
Chamberlain, Zion  404  –  5,595  6,795  13.85  16.82 
Delmont, Zion  167  16,000  8,000  8,000  47.90  47.90 
Dimock, Immanuel  186  19,000  10,452  7,711  56.19  41.46 
Emery, St. Peter  72  5,000  4,245  3,552  58.96  49.33 
Gregory, St. John  271  –  –  2,750  –  10.15 
Hamill, Zion  56  1,000  –  1,000  –  17.86 
Huron, Mount Calvary  776  70,000  29,271  22,846  37.72  29.44 
Mitchell, Zion  720  29,350  14,690  14,670  20.40  20.38 
Parkston, Faith  198  –  3,400  5,100  17.17  25.76 
Plankinton, St. Paul  177  –  4,000  4,000  22.60  22.60 
Tripp, Emmaus  126  10,000  2,500  5,000  19.84  39.68 
White Lake, Trinity  124  8,000  4,790  5,345  38.63  43.10 
Wessington Springs, Zion   79  –  650  650  8.23  8.23 
Winner, Christ  145  2,000  1,000  1,000  6.90  6.90 
Wolsey, St. John 216  13,400  3,961  4,610  18.34  21.34 
Woonsocket, Mount Olive  11  –  –  –  –  –   
Circuit 5 Totals  3,947  $181,250  $96,304  $97,779  24.40  24.77

Circuit 6 — Freeman
Alexandria, St. Martin  81  –  –  –  –  –   
Canistota, Zion  234  –  1,060  3,324  4.53  14.21
Emery, St. John  51  –  –  –  –  –   
Freeman, St. Paul  276  9,000  6,115  2,579  22.16  9.34 
Hartford, Trinity  104  2,500  –  1,250  –  12.02 
Howard, St. John  117  –  –  –  –  –   
Madison, Our Savior  324  2,000  600  2,125  1.85  6.56 
Marion, Bethesda  65  –  –  2,500  –  38.46 
Menno, Immanuel  105  –  2,007  2,275  19.11  21.67 
Montrose, St. John  86  –  –  –  –  –   
Parker, First English  37  –  388  644  10.49  17.41 
Scotland, St. Paul  38  600  300  600  7.89  15.79 
Spencer, Trinity  71  2,000  220  165  3.10  2.32 
Wentworth, St. Peter  180  7,600  4,520  4,596  25.11  25.53 
Circuit 6 Totals  1,769  $23,700  $15,210  $20,058  8.60  11.34

Circuit 7 — Sioux Falls
Brandon, Blessed Redeemer  320  13,200  7,700  5,500  24.06 17.19 
Sioux Falls, Christ  98  1,500  375  750  3.83  7.65 
Sioux Falls, Faith  579  42,000  21,000  21,000  36.27  36.27 
Sioux Falls, Lord of Life  193  –  6,622  7,245  34.31  37.54 
Sioux Falls, Memorial  688  –  11,537  12,953  16.77  18.83 
Sioux Falls, Our Redeemer  378  –  7,567  9,458  20.02  25.02 
Sioux Falls, Resurrection  223  –  7,500  7,500  33.63  33.63 
Sioux Falls, Trinity of The Deaf  36  –  –  –  –  –   
Sioux Falls, Zion  722  47,000  35,000  27,500  48.48  38.09 
Tea, Risen Savior  85  7,600  3,888  4,694  45.74  55.22 
Circuit 7 Totals  3,322  $111,300  $101,189  $96,600  30.46  29.08

Circuit 8 — Yankton
Alcester, Peace  123  3,000  1,751  2,157  14.24  17.54 
Avon, Zion  178  5,000  2,535  2,525  14.24  14.19 
Centerville, First English  99  2,000  938  1,572  9.47  15.88 
Dakota Dunes, Holy Cross  155  25,050  11,286  10,203  72.81  65.83 
Fairfax, Trinity  71  4,000  –  4,000  –  56.34 
Hurley, Zion  40  2,700  1,428  932  35.70  23.30 
Springfield, Our Savior  27  100  –  –  –  –   
Tyndall, St. John  166  2,000  –  –  –  –   
Utica, Martinus  62  –  408  1,018  6.58  16.42 
Vermillion, Concordia  60  –  3,000  3,000  50.00  50.00 
Wagner, St. John  263  –  4,500  6,750  17.11  25.67 
Yankton, St. John  1,072  –  26,500  25,091  24.72  23.41 
Circuit 8 Totals  2,316  $43,850  $52,346  $57,248  22.60  24.72

GRAND TOTALS  23,251  $694,595  $521,754  $520,462  22.44  22.38 

Comm. Members: Communicant membership, as of Dec., 31, 2016 per LCMS Rosters and Statistics


